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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This action is in response to Application filed on 03/26/2004. 

2. Claims 1-1 7 are pending. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

3. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

4. Claims 1-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by Kramer (US 
Patent No 6,216,140). 

As to claim 1, Kramer teaches: 
"A system" [column 4, lines 40-60] comprising: 

"a release storage area for storing files and directories related to a current release of a 
released software product" (see [column 4, lines 45-50] and [column 9, lines 30-35] wherein 
storage for storing the hierarchy of the released version or first version as disclosed is equivalent 
to A pplicant 's "release storage area"); 
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"a second storage area for storing files and directories associated with modifications of 
the current release" (see [column 4, lines 45-50] and [column 9, lines 30-35] wherein the storage 
for storing the hierarchy of the second version as disclosed is equivalent to Applicant's "second 
storage area"); 

"a software release information manager coupled to the release storage area and coupled 
to the second storage area and adapted to identify differences between files and directories in the 
release storage area and files and directories in the second storage area" (see [column 3, lines 28- 
34], [column 7, lines 10-35], [column 8, lines 50-55] and [column 9, lines 30-35] wherein there 
must exist a component equivalent to A pplicant 's "software release information manager" in 
order to identify differences between the hierarchies as disclosed). 

As to claim 2, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"a scan element to determine information regarding files and directories located in the 
second storage area" (see [column 9, lines 45-50 and 55-65] wherein there must exit some 
component which is equivalent to Applicant 's "scan element" in order to determine attributes of 
hierarchy items and their changes as disclosed). 

As to claim 3, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 2 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 
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"A database coupled to the scan element for storing the information regarding files and 
directories located in the second storage area" (see [column 5, lines 30-51] wherein revision 
history which includes a collection of records can be considered as a database; also see [column 
9, lines 45-50] for attributes information). 

As to claim 4, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"a verify element to compare information associated with files and directories in the 
release storage area with information associated with the files and directories in the second 
storage area to identify differences between the compared information" (see [column 3, lines 23- 
35], [column 5, lines 45-51], [column 7, lines 20-25] and [column 8, lines 50-55] wherein there 
must exist some component which is equivalent to A pplicant 's "verify element" in order to 
compare between two hierarchies to identify differences as disclosed). 

As to claim 5, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"an install element to copy files and directories from the second storage area to the 
release storage area" (see [column 11, lines 25-35] and [column 10, lines 15-20] wherein source 
version is equivalent to Applicant 's "second storage area", target version is equivalent to 
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Applicant 's "release storage area", and there must exist some component which is equivalent to 
A pplican t's "install element" in order to copy changes as disclosed). 

As to claim 6, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"wherein the second storage area is a build storage area used by a developer to modify or 
create files and/or directories for the software product" (see [column 9, lines 30-35] wherein 
storage for storing the changed hierarchy [column 7, lines 10-15] is equivalent to a build storage 
area as illustrated in A pplicant 's claim language). 

As to claim 7, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 1 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"wherein the identified differences may include one or more of: file existence, file 
naming, file ownership information, file access control information, file contents, directory 
existence, directory naming, directory ownership information, and directory access control 
information" (see [column 9, lines 45-65] wherein item represents a file or directory in the 
hierarchy). 



As to claim 8, Kramer teaches: 



Application/Control Number: 10/810,207 Page 6 

Art Unit: 2164 

"A method for software release management of a software product" (see Abstract and [column 1 , 
lines 10-20]), the method comprising the steps of: 

"identifying a build storage area having development files in a hierarchically structured 
development directory" (see [column 1, lines 10-25], [column 7, lines 10-15] and [column 9, 
lines 30-35] wherein storage for storing the changed hierarchy is equivalent to A pplicant 's "build 
storage area"); 

"gathering build information regarding development files and directories in the build 
storage area" (see [column 5, lines 30-50] and [column 9, lines 45-55] wherein records of change 
and attributes of hierarchical items (files and directories) is equivalent to Applicant 's "build 
information"); 

"identifying release storage area having release files in a hierarchical structured release 
directory" (see [column 1, lines 10-25], [column 7, lines 10-15] and [column 9, lines 30-35] 
wherein storage for storing the baseline hierarchy is equivalent to Applicant 's "release storage 
area"); 

"gathering release information regarding release files and directories in the release 
storage area" (see [column 5, lines 30-50] and [column 9, lines 45-55] wherein records of change 
and attributes of hierarchical items (files and directories) is equivalent to Applicant 's "release 
information"); 

"reporting to a user regarding differences between the release information and the build 
information wherein the differences include one or more of: file existence, file naming, file 
ownership information, file access control information, file contents, directory existence, 
directory naming, directory ownership information, and directory access control information" 



Application/Control Number: 10/810,207 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2164 

(see [column 5, lines 35-50], [column 9, lines 55-67] and [column 10, lines 35-40] wherein the 
disclosure of user intervention requires the inclusion of user interface to display data to users). 

As to claim 9, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"storing the gathered build information in a database" (see [column 7, lines 56-60] for a 
database address; see [column 5, lines 30-35] and [column 9, lines 45-55] wherein revision 
history and attributes information is equivalent to build information); and 

"storing the gathered release information in a database" (see [column 7, lines 56-60] for a 
database address; see [column 5, lines 30-35] and [column 9, lines 45-55] wherein revision 
history and attributes information is equivalent to release information), 

"wherein the step of reporting further comprises accessing the database to compare the 
build information stored therein and the release information stored therein to identify differences 
therebetween" (see [column 5, lines 45-50] and [column 9, lines 45-67] for the necessity to 
access the revision history to conduct the comparison). 

As to claim 10, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"installing a copy of the release files and directories in a destination storage area to install 
a current release of the software product" (see [colunm 4, lines 1 5-20 and 40-60] ). 
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As to claim 11, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 8 
and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"copying build files from the build area to the release area to generate a new release" (see 
[column 1, lines 60-67] and [column 4, lines 14-20 and 45-50] wherein source version is 
equivalent to Applicant 's "build area" and target version is equivalent to A pplicant 's "release 
area"). 

As to claim 12, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
1 1 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"installing a copy of the release files and directories in a destination storage area to install 
a current release of the software product" (see [column 1, lines 60-67] and [column 4, lines 15- 
20 and 40-60] ). 

As to claim 1 3, Kramer teaches: 
"A method for software release management" (see [column 4, lines 40-65]) comprising the steps 
of: 

"scanning a build storage area that contains modified files and directories of a software 
product" (see [column 7, lines 10-15] and [column 9, lines 30-35] wherein storage for a changed 
hierarchy is equivalent to A pplicant 's "build storage area"; and see [column 7, lines 35-65] 
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wherein comparison operation as disclosed including scanning items of hierarchy which is 
equivalent to Applicant 's claim language); 

"generating an inventory file from build infomiation derived from the step of scanning 
and regarding the modified files and directories in the build storage area" (see [column 5, lines 
30-50], [column 7, lines 55-65] and [column 9, lines 45-65] wherein the revision history can be 
considered as A pplicant 's "inventory file"); 

"verifying the build information in the inventory file with release information regarding a 
current release of files and directories in a release storage area" (see [column 5, lines 45-50] and 
[column 7, lines 10-15 and 20-35] wherein storage of a baseline hierarchy is equivalent to 
Applicant 's "release storage area"); 

"installing modified files and directories in the release storage area to create a new 
release of files and directories in the release storage area" (see [column 4, lines 45-50] and 
[column 5, lines 5-10]). 

As to claim 14, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"wherein the release information is stored in a release database" (see [column 5, lines 50- 
65], [column 7, lines 55-65] and [column 9, lines 45-50] wherein revision history or attributes 
information can be considered as either release information). 
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As to claim 15, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
14 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"updating information in the release database from the build information in the inventory 
file in response to the step of installing modified files and directories" (see [column 5, lines 35- 
65] for the updating of records in the revision history). 

As to claim 16, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
13 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 

"identifying the differences between the build storage area and the release storage area" 
(see [column 7, lines 10-15] and [column 8, lines 50-55] wherein changed hierarchy represents a 
build storage area and baseline hierarchy represents a release storage area); and 

"presenting the identified differences to a user to permit correction of any identified 
anomalies by the user" (see [column 5, lines 35-50], [column 9, lines 55-67] and [column 10, 
lines 35-40] wherein the disclosure of user intervention requires the inclusion of user interface to 
display data to users; also see [column 11, lines 55-65]). 

As to claim 17, this claim is rejected based on arguments given above for rejected claim 
16 and is similarly rejected including the following: 
Kramer teaches: 
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"wherein the differences may include one or more of: file existence, file naming, file 
ownership information, .file access control information, file contents, directory existence, 
directory naming, directory ownership information, and directory access control information" 
(see [column 9, lines 45-65] wherein item represents a file or directory in the hierarchy). 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Phuong-Thao Cao whose telephone number is (571) 272-2735. 
The examiner can normally be reached on 8:30 AM - 5:00 PM (Mon - Fri). 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Charles Rones can be reached on (571) 272-4085. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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